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In the 26 years since its independence, Namibia has made tremendous strides in

establishing a democratic, viable nation. The country has a free press, independent

judiciary, well-protected property rights, and a fairly good labor market. Namibia
also boasts well-developed financial markets and excellent infrastructure by
regional standards. However, several formidable challenges constrain progress.
Namibia has one of the world’s worst HIV epidemics, high levels of income

disparity, a high unemployment rate, and an inefficient education system.

OUR WORK

GLOBAL HEALTH

Through the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), USAID works closely with the
Ministry of Health and Social Services of Namibia to deepen Namibians’ capacity and technical skills to
fight the HIV/AIDS epidemic. USAID also partners with nongovernmental organizations, faith-based
organizations, and government-supported hospitals and health care facilities across Namibia. USAID
supports programs that both prevent new HIV infections, and provide care, treatment, and support to
people living with HIV/AIDS. Activities include promoting social and behavioral change, voluntary
medical male circumcision, and anti-retroviral therapy to HIV-infected pregnant women to help ensure
their babies are born HIV-free.

ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

Since 1993, USAID has contributed substantial support to Namibia’'s Community-Based Natural
Resource Management program. Through the Southern African Regional Environmental Program,
USAID improves water supply and sanitation services, while conserving biodiversity within the
Okavango River Basin. This basin supports the livelihoods of more than 880,000 people in Namibia,
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Angola and Botswana. In 2017, USAID will launch new activities to mitigate Namibia’s drought crisis by
identifying those most vulnerable and providing nutritional assessments, therapeutic food, water and
sanitation services. USAID also will launch a series of programs across southern Africa, including
Namibia, to combat wildlife crime and empower communities to derive sustainable livelihoods through
improved management of wildlife resources.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

USAID’s Southern African Trade and Investment Hub supports Namibia’s efforts to increase

international competitiveness, intra-regional trade and food security. In partnership with Microsoft, we
will establish a one-stop electronic customs clearance process - or “single window” - on the Botswana-
Namibia border to enable the electronic exchange of declarations data, reducing costs and transit time.

WORKING IN CRISIS

USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) provides support and technical assistance
through the World Food Program (WFP) to strengthen the capacity of the Namibian government to
conduct Food Security Management Assessments and effectively design and manage food assistance
programs. Since 2013, OFDA has also supported efforts by the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) to build resilience in drought-prone communities of southern Angola and northern
Namibia, including through the promotion of climate-adaptive practices and diversified cropping,
strengthening of veterinary services, and training in water conservation techniques.
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USAID Health Programs help Namibia control U.S. Embassy personnel and other honored U.S. Ambassador Thomas Daughton and
the country’s HIV/AIDS epidemic by guests attend the graduation of the Namibian ~ Deputy Health Minister Juliet Kavetuna cut the
supporting the training and deployment of RESPOND program, which trains workers in  ribbon to give 4 double-cab vehicles to various
health personnel to rural areas. emergency response management. health districts.
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